
        

 

 

 

 

Dear Loker School Community, 

I hope that you are finding some relaxation time at this busy time of year. I could not be 
more proud of the strong effort that students are showing in the classrooms as we near 
the half point of the school year. As a faculty, we are very grateful for the respectful, hard-
working and enthusiastic children that we have the privilege of working with on a daily 
basis. 

Loker PRIDE Community Bookstop 

One of the most important aspects of our 
school is the Loker PRIDE Community 
Bookstop which is fully operational in the 
front lobby of the school. The Community 
Bookstop is a resource that teachers can 
utilize to take out books to use in their 
classroom in addition to families checking 
out books to read at home with their 
children. As Loker’s Cultural Proficiency 
Committee evaluated our school early last 
year, we found that the literature that we 
have available for children was simply not 
as diverse as our school population. While we continue to grow and diversify the literature 
that we utilize within each of our classrooms, we decided that we wanted a prominent 
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“Diversity is about all of us, and about us 

having to figure out how to walk through this 

world together.”   Jacqueline Woodson 



location for a school library where we could celebrate and embrace diversity. It truly is a 
school’s responsibility to acknowledge race, culture, diversity and respect for human  

 

differences in a meaningful manner that prepares our students for being contributing 
citizens in today’s world. Research has shown that the sooner that human differences are 
thoughtfully discussed with children, the more prepared they are to understand and 
embrace these differences in addition to truly comprehending inequities that are present 
in our everyday world.   

 

Our Community Bookstop not only 
provides students with exposure to various 
cultures and backgrounds but we have 
included QR codes within each book which 
is a link to discussion questions that you 
can have with your child and provides an 
opportunity for you to add your thoughts 
to a google document about this particular 
book. Within this collection, we have books 
that represent not only different cultural 
backgrounds but also literature that focuses on gender identity, varying family structures 
and people with disabilities. It truly is powerful when our students can see our whole 
school community represented in what we read and display. The following link is to the 
Loker PRIDE Community Bookstop website with more background information on the 
collection in addition to a catalogue of all the books within this library: 
https://sites.google.com/wayland.k12.ma.us/lokerpridecommunitybookstop/home 

 
In order to check-out a book from the Community 
Bookstop, students have to write (title of book, 
their name, classroom teacher name, date out, 
date in) on the next available line in the notebook 
on the bottom shelf. We have had many books 
checked-out already but hope to continue to 
grow this important literary collection and 
initiative with your support. With nearly 150 
books in the collection, I am confident that you 
will find a piece of literature that you will find 
impactful. I hope you will consider taking a look 
at the Bookstop and taking out a book in the near 
future. 
 
 
 

https://sites.google.com/wayland.k12.ma.us/lokerpridecommunitybookstop/home


 

 

Parking Update 

As you likely have seen, we had some 
recent construction occurring in part of 
the front circle. The purpose of putting 
gravel down in this area was to add 
twelve parking spots for families and 
staff. While we have allowed families to 
park on the exterior of the circle, those 
spots were lost in the winter. When we 
do get accumulating snow, this area will 
now be plowed so that we do not lose 
these parking spots. Hopefully, this will 
result in arrival/dismissal being as 
smooth in the winter as it is during the 
other seasons. In addition, we have had some cars driving across the circle on the lawn to 
find a parking spot on the opposite side of the circle. Please do not drive across the lawn 
as it is a leeching field and there are times that students participate in activities on the 
lawn and tire marks are not a good match for these activities. I appreciate your 
cooperation with this guideline. As always, I welcome your feedback on this and any 
aspect of our arrival and dismissal 

Lastly, I want to cordially invite you to our next School Meeting which will occur this 
morning, Thursday, December 20th, from 9:30am-10:00am in the Loker School gymnasium. 
Please note the change in time from our regular School Meeting time in order to 
accommodate the participation of the Chorus Accompanist. This will be a special School 
Meeting as our talented Loker School Chorus will perform! In closing, I would like to wish 
everyone a happy and safe winter vacation. I hope that quality time is spent with family 
and friends. We look forward to seeing everyone back at Loker in 2019. As always, if you 
have any questions or comments, I can be reached at Brian_Jones@wayland.k12.ma.us or 
at (508) 358-8603. I truly value your thoughtful and candid feedback as we continuously 
work to make Loker School the best learning environment possible for our scholars. Happy 
New Year! 
 
Sincerely, 
Brian 
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SECTION 2:    NEWS FROM OUR SPECIALISTS 

NEWS FROM THE ART ROOM! 

ENJOY THE WINTER BREAK! This time of year, it is so nice to spend time with family and friends. No 

matter what your plans are for the winter break, try to find some time to make art. 

1st Grade: Masai Necklaces 

During this lesson, first graders learned about the Masai 

Tribe from Kenya Africa. The Masai tribe lives off the land by 

farming and hunting. They are well known for making 

beautiful and intricate beaded jewelry. Each students used 

patterns and bright colors to make a Masai inspired 

necklace. It is a nice reminder that instead of going to the 

store, we can make beautiful things! 

 

 

2nd Grade: Scratch Art 

The second graders have been very busy making their own scratch paper from scratch! Once they 

completed preparing their paper, each student designed an original picture using the skills of 

brainstorming and sketching. Next they used toothpicks to create their artwork. There are so many 

different and unique ways to experience art. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3rd Grade: Chihuly Collaborative Sculpture 

The Third graders learned about the glass artist, Dale Chihuly. They were fascinated by the art of 

glassblowing and beautiful shapes and colors in his art. Using only paint, water bottles and scissors we 

will be assembling our very own Chihuly inspired sculpture for Loker School. (In Progress….) 

 

4th Grade: Floral Observational Drawing 

As part of our unit on the artist Georgia O’Keefe, the 4th grade students were asked to use their eyes to 

draw what they see, not what they think a flower should look like. Observational drawing is a great 

exercise for the mind and the eye! 

 

 

 

 



 

5th Grade: Poster Project 

For this collaborative project, each class was divided into pairs. Each group came up with an uplifting 

message and image to create a poster. They learned about art as communication plus the challenges and 

benefits of working together in order to make a difference in the world around you. 

 

 

 

 
 
Kindergarten Art Classes 
Ms. Soeltz 
 
Our art classes meet once weekly on Wednesday mornings for a half hour each. Ms Soeltz, art teacher, 
works the remainder of the week at Happy Hollow School, teaching all grades there. Students in 
kindergarten have exercised their fine motor skills and learned about various art concepts through the 
following activities: 
 
Drawing in handmade sketchbooks; mark making exercises for drawing and painting; string and glue 
compositions; background and texture rubbings; cityscape with foreground; middleground and 
background space; reusing/recycling in  
art projects; leaf observation drawings/paintings.  
 
  



BITS AND BYTES FROM THE TECHNOLOGY LAB 

December 2018 
 

Grade 1: 

 

Students started to learn about coding with TurtlePond, 

BeeBots and a varitiety to other sites. They are now using 

block programming to code with Code.org.They are developing 

their critical thinking skills when coding their movements and 

have learned how to create repeats or loops! 

 

Grade 2: 

Second grade students have moved from Code Studio 1 to Code Studio 2 within Code.org 

this year.  They are learning about the programming concept of loops (repeated 

statements), which can be used to make their programs more efficient. 

 

Grade 3:  

Students will continue using Code.org. Students will have to “debug” or fix the prewritten 

program as they continue to learn coding. They also write programs (algorithms for the 

computer) that get a character through a maze. 

 

Grade 4:  

Students are using 

Code.org in addition to 

Lightbot, Tynker, Bits 

and Bricks and Switch 

& Glitch, which use 

block programing as 

they continue to learn basic coding skills.    

 

Grade 5:  

This month, students have had an 

opportunity to code using Lightbot, 

Code.org and other programs.  They will 

primarily use their accounts created in 

Code.org.  The 5th grade also had 

opportunity to try an Augmented Reality 

program that models the planets and 

their rotations in Tech class which complimented their current Science unit on the Solar 

System 
 

 

 

  



LOKER SCHOOL MUSIC: 
Kindergarten students had their debut performance at the Giving Thanks 
assembly with “Ten Little Turkeys” and did a great job!  In class, they 
played classroom instruments along with this song.  We have been 
listening to and moving to a variety of songs from Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker in the month of 
December! 
 
1st Grade students are having lots of fun playing instruments!  Students performed “Ten Little 
Turkeys” for Giving Thanks with Kindergarten.  Since then, students have been working on their 
rhythms by making their own Rhythm Pies and sharing with the class, learned a song called “The 
Chubby Snowman” and accompanied it on instruments, and practiced keeping the beat and rhythm 
to songs from The Nutcracker 
 
2nd Grade students are learning about a new rhythm, sixteenth notes, and got to write and perform 
their own winter composition for the class on instruments!  They did a great job learning “Grateful 
for the Little Things” for Giving Thanks in November, and having been working on using the solfege 
syllables sol and mi.   
 
3rd Grade students had a fabulous performance at Giving Thanks with “Grateful for the Little 
Things.”  We have been doing lots of note reading practice, and even learned about the origin of 
music notation thousands of years ago and the man who invented to modern day music staff!  3rd 
graders are beginning recorders and doing a great job producing a clear tone so far!   
 
4th Grade: To wrap up their instruments of the orchestra unit, students played a baseball themed 
review game called Perfect Pitch and got to create their own instrument family fortune tellers, where 
they came up with their own questions to ask the class.  Students even got to create their own straw 
oboes to understand the concept of the double reed and how it produces sound!  They did a fantastic 
job preparing “Look to the Future for the Giving Thanks assembly.  
 
5th Grade students displayed incredible leadership during their performance of “Look to the Future” 
at the Giving Thanks assembly!  During the month of December, they have been learning about 
ostinatos in music, and have been playing the song Carol of the Bells on classroom instruments 
(xylophones, metallophones, glockenspiels).  Students have worked in small groups to play multiple 
parts of the song at the same time in harmony, and did such a great job!  
 
Chorus  
The Loker Chorus wrapped up the first portion of the year with two fantastic performances!  
Students also got the opportunity to perform at The Children’s Way preschool, which was such a 
wonderful performance and community service opportunity!  The chorus is developing a wonderful 
singing sound, good breathing techniques, and even was able to sing one of their songs in three-part 
harmony!  I am so proud of their hard work!   
 
Loker Strings:  Congratulations to the Loker string players for their beautiful performances last 
week!  3rd graders are now hard at work on adding their bows to their playing -- very exciting.  4th 
and 5th graders are learning some fun winter music before starting pieces for our next 
performances. 
Wishing everyone a winter break full of happiness and music! 
 
Whitney Tandon & Kim Davis 
 
 
  



 

 

 

 

It is hard to believe the end of 2018 is upon us – it has been a really busy and fun couple of 

months in library. Hope your kids are coming home excited about the books we are reading and 

the titles they have been checking out!  

Here’s what each grade has been up to since my last update:  

Kindergarten – We have been doing a lot of work 

identifying the parts of the books and the roles of the author 

and illustrator. Some of the titles we have read include Give 

Me Back My Book and A Book is Just Like You. Challenge 

your students by having them name and show you the 

cover, spine and title page. In December, we have been 

comparing and contrasting several gingerbread stories 

(there are many more than you probably remember!). 

Kindergarten students can check out 1 book each week.  

 

1st Grade – We have just finished up a unit on fiction and 

nonfiction. 1st graders have learned and practiced lots of 

ways to tell from the outside of the book and the inside of 

the book whether it is fiction or nonfiction. Ask your student what it means if there are numbers 

on the call number (and also where the call number is!). 1st graders can check out 1 book each 

week.  

 

2nd Grade – Second graders are true Genre Gurus! We 

read  Joe Bright and the Seven Genre Dudes to introduce 

seven different genres found in the library (Mystery, 

Nonfiction, Folktales/Fantasy, Realistic Fiction, Historical 

Fiction, Science Fiction and Poetry) and have spent 

several weeks talking about what makes each genre 

unique. Hands down, the favorites were Mystery and 

Folktales/Fantasy!  One of my favorite activities was our 

Nonfiction week, where students learned about 5 different 

types of nonfiction and sorted some of our library books 

into the different categories. I loved seeing them excited 

about a genre some of them don’t seek out on their own. 

2nd graders can check out 2 books each week.  

 

 

LIBRARY  HAPPENINGS 



 

3rd Grade – Third graders spent November 

exploring Encyclopedia Britannica online (a great 

free resource that they can access from home 

from the library website – ask them to show you 

how!) and various nonfiction titles we have in the 

library. December has been focused on folktales – 

we have analyzed fables, pourquois and trickster 

tales (see if they can tell you how these stories 

differ). There was some great teamwork going on 

during our fable lesson with 3rd graders read their 

own fable and picked out the various elements of 

the category. 3rd graders can check out 3 books 

each week.  

  

4th grade – We kicked off a unit on Primary Sources in November. Students learned the 

difference between primary and secondary sources and applied them to real world scenarios. 

They capped off the unit by deciphering a real-life primary source: the letter that was sent from 

Sarah Hale to Abraham Lincoln to help make Thanksgiving a national holiday. Some students 

were more frustrated than others trying to decode cursive and 19th century vocabulary! In 

December, we talked about Author’s Purpose, using the acronym PIE (ask your students what 

each letter stands for). We are ending December and will start January with research of Native 

American tribes in conjunction with their Social Studies unit. 4th graders may check out 3 books 

each week.  

5th grade – Fifth graders have begun their Passion Projects  - research projects on a topic of 

their choice – that will carry us through much of the next few months. The idea is to teach each 

step of the research process, so that they will be better equipped for research projects that await 

them in middle and high school. So far, we have brainstormed topics and evaluated what makes 

a good research question. We have had LOTS of practice coming up with thick and thin 

questions, and most students have at least one solid thick question to help them guide their 

research.  We will be diving into choosing good sources and note taking in the new year. 5th 

graders may check out 3 books each week.  

 

 

Ms. Powell 

 

 

  



 

I decided to combine a couple of different games together to create a scooter handball/basketball 
activity for the older students.  Scooters are awesome, and the students absolutely love using them.  I 
have had a ton of students approach me to tell me that they could feel the exercise that they were 
getting in their leg muscles!  In this activity, we have two teams playing against each other, trying to 
score points.  This is a throwing and catching game, and we use three balls.  The goal is to pass to 
teammates, to ultimately throw at a target and score.  We have three targets available to each team, a 
large soccer goal, a small soccer goal, and the main basketball hoop.  We give each goal a point value, 
but we don't really keep score here.  Providing students with three different goals is great, because 
we all have different skill levels.  Some students are able to score easily on the one point target, and 
can challenge themselves to the two and three point targets.  We have other students that stick to the 
one point target, and are happy to keep trying to score there, and are ultimately successful. I started 
this game using two balls, but found that adding the third ball really helped the flow of the 
game.  Sportsmanship has been awesome, and it was really great to see the team work with students 
passing to each other.  Nobody was concerned with who won or lost, it was just great to see them 
enjoying the game!  

With K-2 students, we have been working on stations.  I occasionally roll out stations when I want to 
have them practice a variety of skills in one class period.  We have been practicing hula hoops, 
scooters, scoops, and tricks with scarves.  Students have been really creative in their stations, coming 
up with a variety of different ideas on how to use their equipment.  
 
I have also tried a warm-up activity that I've used in the past called "follow the leader", which is a 
great way for students to individually lead the group in a favorite stretch, dance, or exercise.  The 
entire class spreads out in a large circle, and one student starts in the middle.  The student in the 
middle demonstrates a move, and everyone else follows along.  On the whistle, the student in the 
middle high fives a new students with their hand up, switching jobs.  When classes are focused, this 
goes really well!!  We are going to be starting a basketball unit in January.   
 
I hope that all families have a fantastic holiday season, take care!! 
Mr. O 
 
The kindergarteners have made a very easy transition from learning the routines of the gym through 
individual skill development and body in space awareness into team games. They have learned how 
to be "good neighbors" by playing messy backyard. A great lead up game developing hand-eye 
coordination, as well as, working on their throwing skills. The typical gym routine continues with a 
tag game played at the beginning of class. The tag game is used as a tool to warm up their bodies, as 
well as, allowing them to continue to work on teamwork and cooperation skills. The class then 
moves from the warmup into the main activity. The main activity is now focusing in on group games 
with an emphasis on individual skills. The skill focus is multi-tiered allowing for students with more 
experience to challenge themselves and then for the more timid student an opportunity for success 
and a way to build confidence. The next unit will be basketball. 
I wish everyone a happy vacation and I'll see you next year. 
Best, 
Shelly Fraser 
Kindergarten and Adaptive Physical Education Instructor 
  



SECTION 3       
 
From the Loker Guidance Nook:  
 
Thanks to all of you who joined us at the Family Partnership Conversation last week.  
Our discussion “Fostering self-regulation strategies in students” focused on how to 
best support students to remain focused and attentive both inside and outside of the 
classroom.  
 
 
Attached are a couple of resources that you might find helpful. They are posted on the 
Loker website as “Guidance Resources” under the For Families Tab. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Laurel Miller Pirelli, MS, CAGS 

School Psychologist and Counselor 

Loker Elementary School    

Wayland, MA 

508.358.8612 

 
 
 
  

tel:(508)%20358-8612


 

SECTION 4      HEALTH ROOM NEWS!  
 

                                                                  
 
 

When should I keep my child home from school due to illness?  Please keep your child home if she/he: 
 *has had vomiting or diarrhea.   

 *has an oral temperature of 100.4 degrees or higher  
 *has a severe sore throat   
 *has pink bloodshot eyes with yellow or green drainage  
 *has just begun antibiotics  

Please note:  children may not return to school until they are free from vomiting, diarrhea or a 
fever for 24 hours without the use of fever reducing medication such as ibuprofen or Tylenol.   
Any child with a contagious condition, such as strep throat or conjunctivitis, must be on 
antibiotics for 24 hours before returning to school. 
 
 

 Please check your cell phone throughout the day as parents will be called if your child needs to be 
sent home.  If you know a parent is not available please make sure that you have someone 
designated to pick up in your absence.  Emergency contacts will be called if we are unable to 
reach a parent.   Ill children are expected to be picked up in a timely fashion.  
 

 If your child will be coming to school with any medical supportive devices such as a brace, boot or 
with crutches they must come with a note from the physician indicating the need for the device, 
the length of anticipated treatment and the restrictions necessary. 
 

 Please make sure your child remembers gloves, hats, boots etc. The health room does not keep 
extra winter gear.  Younger grades should have a change of clothes as well as supply and options 
are very limited.  This will prevent a call to home to deliver clothing if an issue occurs.  

 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns. I wish you all a healthy and happy new year! 
 
Jennifer McLeod, RN 
508-358-8614 
Jennifer_Mcleod@wayland.k12.ma.us  
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